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inspiring all girls 
to be strong, 
smart & bold

our mission

powerful girls  
in an  

equitable society

our vision

The �rst astronaut to step foot 
on Mars could be an OC girl.

When we make  
gender inequality history, 

OC Girls Can
make history.



girls inc. girls are: 
strong smart bold

At Girls Inc. of Orange County, we are thrilled to reflect on the remarkable 

progress and growth of our organization in 2023. This incredible journey has 

been made possible by the unwavering support of our partners, supporters, 

and community who believe in our mission to inspire all girls to be strong, 

smart, and bold.

In 2023, we served a record number of 9,229 girls across Orange County, a 

testament to the expansive reach and impact of our programs. Our 

commitment to fostering the next generation of leaders is stronger than ever, 

and this year has been marked by significant milestones and new initiatives 

that continue to shape bright futures for our girls.

One of the cornerstones of our success this year was the adoption of our 

2024-2027 Strategic Plan. This comprehensive plan outlines our vision for 

powerful girls in an equitable society and sets the stage for our future growth. 

In addition to our strategic plan, we launched the Eureka! Council program, 

which integrates Eureka! programming into the school year, providing year-

round support and enrichment for our girls.

We also expanded our Girls Meet the Workforce program, growing the number 

of participants from 95 to 125. This program connects girls with mentors at 

corporations and businesses in Orange County, offering them invaluable first 

work experience internships.

As we look back on a year of record achievements, we are immensely proud of 

the strides we have made. At the core of our impact are the relationships and 

partnerships we have cultivated. Your belief in our mission, the talents you 

share, the time you invest, and the connections you bring to our programs are 

what make our success possible. Here’s to an incredible 2024!

supporting girls
so they won’t be the ONLY �rst

Kate Phelan

President & Chair, 

Board of Directors

Lucy Santana-Ornelas

Chief Executive Officer

Girls Inc. of Orange County 

97% of participants help to make 

sure all people are treated 
fairly

100% of participants  

agree with the statement, “I have 
a great future ahead of me”

93% of participants  

believe it is important  
to be an active and  
informed citizen

94% of participants reported 

caring more about doing 
well in school as a result of 

Girls Inc. programming

84% know what costs  

to expect when they attend 

college
91% of participants reported 

feeling more positive about 
their future as a result of  

Girls Inc. programming

96% say they know  

they will graduate from college

94% of girls say  

they know how to research issues 

they care about to learn more

90% of participants  

feel comfortable  
expressing their views  

in front of others
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In 2023, Girls Inc. of Orange County proudly launched the 

Eureka! Council, an innovative extension of our acclaimed 

Eureka! summer camp. Designed for 7th to 9th graders, 

the Eureka! Council provides girls with unique leadership 

opportunities and a dedicated space to explore advocacy, 

ensuring that their voices are heard and their ideas are 

brought to life.

This year-long program immerses participants in a variety 

of activities and learning experiences aimed at developing 

their leadership and advocacy skills. The core objective 

of the Eureka! Council is to empower girls to develop an 

advocacy project focused on addressing critical issues 

within their communities. In 2023, girls chose to address 

the growing concern of mental health among teens, 

particularly focusing on the unique challenges faced by 

young girls.

To bring their advocacy projects to fruition, the girls 

coordinated a conference dedicated to middle school 

girls, focusing on providing mental health resources for 

teens. This conference was a testament to the hard work, 

dedication, and passion of the Eureka! Council members, 

showcasing their ability to create meaningful change 

within their communities.

The Eureka! Council is a transformative experience 

that empowers young girls to become the leaders and 

advocates of tomorrow. As we continue to expand and 

innovate, we look forward to witnessing the incredible 

impact these young leaders will make.

Eureka!
Council

The �rst coder to program 
self-aware AI could be an

OC girl.

When we make  
gender inequality history, 

OC Girls Can
make history.

Being at Eureka! has 
brought me out of my 

comfort zone and made me 
into the strongest version of 

myself.

–Eureka! Council Member

From Summer Camp to
Year-Round Advocacy: 
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At Girls Inc., our commitment to empowering young girls begins 

early, with transformative programs like Smart Ups summer 

camp. Designed to ignite curiosity and foster leadership from a 

young age, Smart Ups provides girls like Yurianna with a dynamic 

learning environment where they discover their strengths and 

voice.

Yurianna, a bright third grader, joined Smart Ups in 2023 and 

immediately found her place within Girls Inc. During Smart 

Ups, she was unafraid to participate, share her opinions, and 

collaborate with team members who were older than her. Since 

her �rst camp experience, Yurianna has immersed herself in 

various Girls Inc. Activities to remain involved year rounds. Her 

enthusiasm and engagement are evident in every program she 

attends.

Her dedication didn’t go unnoticed by her mother, who remarked 

on Yurianna’s sustained interest—a rare feat for her, typically quick 

to lose interest in activities.

Yurianna’s journey with Girls Inc. underscores the profound impact 

of starting early. Beginning with Smart-Ups as a third grader, she 

now bene�ts from continuous support and enrichment tailored 

to her evolving needs. As she grows, Girls Inc. stands ready 

to accompany Yurianna through her educational milestones, 

providing the encouragement and resources essential for her 

future success.

From Smart-Ups to college and beyond, Girls Inc. remains 

committed to nurturing Yurianna’s potential, ensuring she 

continues to thrive and lead with con�dence.

From pressure around body image, friendships, relationships, 

and school grades, to concerns about their futures – girls 

are struggling to keep up in a world that puts impossible 

expectations on them.

Girls like Kyanna. Kyanna began to feel overwhelming pressure 

as early as 1st grade. “I received my �rst perfect report card 

when I was 6 years old, and decided I was going to be a star. But 

the stress had me falling apart.” That stress manifested itself into 

a mental health crisis as Kyanna experienced intense seizures 

that left her with no feeling in her legs. Her dreams for her future 

dimmed until she found a �yer advertising Girls Inc.’s programs.

Girls Meet the Workforce gave Kyanna a safe space to meet 

like-minded girls, discuss their challenges together, learn how 

to manage societal pressures in healthy ways, and discover an 

exciting world of future careers.

The most impactful part of the program for Kyanna was 

becoming an intern at Allergan and meeting her mentor, Melisa.

“Melisa, and the other mentors, shared their own battles and 

taught me that what gets you through di�cult moments are 

the people around you and being kind to yourself. I learned that 

failure is crucial to any major growth. Above all, I learned that 

everyone struggles.”

Beyond Summer Camp: Girls Meet the
Workforce: Building

Resilience, Shaping Futures

Yurianna’s Sustained Growth
with Girls Inc.

Kyanna

I loved Smart-Ups so much 
that on the last day, I started 
counting the days until the 

next one,” 

– Yurianna, Girls Inc. Participant

It o�ered me a future I thought I 
had lost. Suddenly, a better life 

was tangible. I practiced walking 
daily with a new determination 
to walk into the classroom on 

my �rst day – and I did!”

– Kyanna, Girls Inc. participant
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In 2023, Girls Inc. of Orange County proudly re-launched its Alumnae Association, 

aligning with the first-ever National Alumnae Association introduced by Girls Inc. 

National. This initiative is designed to support individuals across the US and 

Canada who participated in Girls Inc. programming, offering a continuation of 

the transformative Girls Inc. Experience.

The Alumnae Association ensures that these strong local networks created during 

their time with Girls Inc. extend beyond their initial experience, becoming a 

robust and powerful network across North America. By joining the Alumnae 

Association, girls have the ability to access professional development workshops, 

networking opportunities, and online courses to continue their professional and 

personal growth.

Through the free Girls Inc. Alumnae Association app, girls have webinars, event 

listings, and career resources at the palm of their hands. With the re-vamp of the 

Alumnae Association, Girls Inc. of Orange County is excited to provide ongoing 

support to our alums, empowering them to thrive at all stages of their lives. This 

renewed focus on alumnae engagement underscores our commitment to 

fostering a lifelong network of strong, smart, and bold leaders.

I really appreciate all you have done 
for me! And the support you have 

provided gives me so much 
confidence in myself and I really 
can’t thank you enough for that.

–Redah, Chapman University student 

Extending the Girls Inc. Experience

Alumnae for Life: 

The �rst researcher 
to cure cancer could 
be an OC girl.

When we make  
gender inequality history, 

OC Girls Can
make history.
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in OC
9,229
girls served
in 2023

get involved!

donate 
here

volunteer 
here

girlsinc-oc.org

@girlsinc_oc

@GirlsIncOC

@GirlsIncofOrangeCounty

girls-inc-of-orange-county

(714) 597-8600

1801 E. Edinger Ave, Suite 255A 

Santa Ana, CA 92705

Here’s how— 
visit our website  
and follow us  
on social media:

how you can make
a difference— 

sponsor 
here

outreach 
Girls Inc. of Orange County 2023 Program Sites

City Program Name/Site

Anaheim Anaheim High School

Anaheim High School,  

Independent Learning Center

Ball Junior High School

Brookhurst Junior High School

Cypress High School

Dale Junior High School

Loara High School

Orangeview Junior High School

Savanna High School

South Junior High School

Sycamore High School

Western High School,  

Independent Learning Center

Costa Mesa Early College High School

Fountain Valley Fountain Valley High School

Newport Beach Melinda Hoag Smith Family Resource Center

Newport Coast Sage Hill School

Santa Ana Abraham Lincoln Elementary School

Adams Elementary School

Advanced Learning Academy

Andrew Jackson Elementary

Carl Harvey Elementary School

Diamond Elementary School

Douglas MacArthur Fundamental  

Intermediate School

Franklin Elementary School

Fremont Elementary School

Gar�eld Elementary School

George Washington Carver Elementary School

Gonzalo Felicitas Mendez Fundamental Intermediate

Greenville Fundamental Elementary School

Heroes Elementary School

Je�erson Elementary School

Jim Thorpe Fundamental School

John Muir Fundamental Elementary School

Lowell Elementary School

Madison Elementary School

Manuel Esqueda Elementary School

Martin Luther King Jr. Elementary School

Martin Elementary School

Martin R. Heninger Elementary School

McFadden Institute of Technology

Monroe Elementary School

Monte Vista Elementary School

Pio Pico Elementary School

Raymond A. Villa Fundamental  

Intermediate School

12 13Girls Inc. of Orange County  2023 Annual Report 2023 Annual Report  Girls Inc. of Orange County

https://www.girlsinc-oc.org/support/donate-now/
https://www.girlsinc-oc.org/support/donate-now/
https://www.girlsinc-oc.org/volunteer/individual-volunteer-opportunities/
https://www.girlsinc-oc.org/volunteer/individual-volunteer-opportunities/
https://www.girlsinc-oc.org/support/upcoming-events/
https://www.girlsinc-oc.org/support/upcoming-events/


Texas Hold’em
Poker Tournament

Hosted by our Dads for Daughters committee, the 2023 Texas 

Hold’Em Poker Tournament treated guests to the ultimate 

hoedown with games, live auction items, an open bar, dinner, 

and a show-stopping ending to an epic tournament. Over 200 

supporters came together to raise upwards of $122,000 in 

support of our Girls Meet the Workforce program.

Luncheon
College Bound

Our 2023 College Bound Luncheon centered on bringing the 

college-going experience to our supporters with sorority 

rush-style booths to highlight College Bound programming, a 

marching band, and encouraging guests to wear their college 

spirit gear. College Bound participants, alumnae and current, 

were in attendance for supporters to get to know and hear 

first-hand the impact of the program. The support of our 

attendees allowed us to raise a record breaking $340,000 

towards our College Bound program.

A year of  
making 
fundraising 
history

The Time
is Now

With over 300 guests in attendance Galaat the Balboa Bay Resort, the  Time
is Now Annual Gala raised over $510,000 through an 

extraordinary night of unique sneakers, dinner, 

inspiring stories, and a live concert featuring the 

Tijuana Dogs in support of the next generation of 

game changers, trailblazers, and history-makers.
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Anaheim Union  

High School District

Gena H. Reed

Girls Inc. National

Santa Ana Unified School 

District

Sue and Ralph Stern

Suzi Chauvel

The Boeing Company

The Moca Foundation

TravisMathew

U.S. Bank Foundation

Ueberroth Family 

Foundation

ADP Foundation

Anonymous

Bank of America Foundation

DevTo Support Foundation

Edwards Lifesciences 

Foundation

Howmet Aerospace

Kendra and Daniel Miller

O. L. Halsell Foundation

Richard and Elizabeth Steele 

Endowment Fund

The Cummins Foundation

The PIMCO Foundation

Luminary 

$25,000+

Pacesetter

$100,000+

AbbVie

Boys & Girls Clubs of Garden 

Grove

Comerica Bank Foundation

Disneyland Resort

Janet and Mike Michels

Orange County Community 

Foundation

State Street Foundation

The Tappan Foundation

Vanguard 

$50,000+

our donors
and our champions

The �rst woman to reach #1 
on Forbes’ list of billionaires 
could be an OC girl.

When we make  
gender inequality history, 

OC Girls Can
make history.
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Adrienne and Rick Matros

Advantech Corporation

Andrea D. Bereal

Anne L. Bohn and Larry 
Wilbur

Argyros Family Foundation

Bank of the West Foundation

Behr Paint Company

BJ’s Restaurants Foundation 
Inc.

Bonnie and Peter Kremer

Brasstech, Inc.

Broadcom Foundation

Chevron

Chris and Anisha Looney

City of Santa Ana

Diana and David Sun

Elizabeth and Michael 
Hulley

Erika Hayflick Lowe

Experian

Fluor Foundation

Human Options

Ingram Micro Inc.

Insurance Industry 
Charitable Foundation

Irene and Hiro Kinoshita

Lamb Family Foundation

Laurie Dubchansky

Lineage Logistics

Macy’s

Melinda Masson

Orange County Department 
of Education

Pacific Life Foundation

PepsiCo

Raj and Daksha Luhar

Samueli Academy

Susan Smoot Stoneburner

Taco Bell Corp.

The Green Foundation

Western Digital Corporation

Women Investing in 
Security Education

Adrienne Brandes

Amy Amirani

Andrea Rubio-Guidry

Anthony and Carie Ferry 
Foundation

Beth Daley Ullem

C.J. Segerstrom and Sons

Carl Neisser

Carrie and Benjamin Strom

Clay Stamson

D&J Transportation and 
Storage, Inc.

Daisy Esparza

Debra J. Richardson

Deloitte & Touche, LLP

Dr. Barbara Ann Hamkalo

Edison International

Ellen and Michael Gordon

Ellen Meltzer

Fatima Arshad

Frito-Lay, Inc.

Glenn and Jane Fowler

Heather Blake

Hoag Memorial Hospital 
Presbyterian

Jen and Brett Jaffe

Jennifer Anaya

Jinhy Yoon

Julie and Peter Hill

Karen Clark

Karen Loeb

Kate Phelan-Lowen and 
Kiel Lowen

Kylene Wing

Michelle Rohé

Nancy Altobello

Nordstrom Foundation

Northern Trust Corporation

Patricia and Stephen 
Scarborough

Pei Pei Wang

Rachel Levin

Roth Staffing Companies, 
L.P.

Sabra Health Care REIT

Sammy Perricone

Sandi Jackson

Stephanie Brinton

Sutton Family Philanthropy 
Fund

The Medtronic Foundation

Whitt Family Foundation

Alan and Ann Levy

Alisa Armstrong

Alison Davis

Amanda Youssef

Aminta Price

Anaheim Community Foundation

Andy Thorburn

Angela Perry

Anonymous

Anthony Kuykensdall

Ashleigh Aitken

Ashley Bleckner

Athens Services

Autonation

AvalonBay Communities, Inc.

Babbington Family Trust

Bailey Weinberg

Barbara Cline

Barbara Myers

Becky B. Hoffman

Beverly and Alan Zembrosky

Big Canyon Country Club

Bloomingdales

Brandi Karnes

Brigitte Frankel

Burns and McDonnell Foundation

California State University 

Fullerton

Carol Demorest

Carrie Williams Freitas

Casey Lesher

Cathy Han

CCS Fundraising

Cecilia and Richard Goodman

Cecilia Matuschek

Chapman University

City of Westminster / Westminster 

Family Resource Center

Coast Community College District

Cody Brandy

Colleen Lewis

CompassX Consulting

County of Orange

COX Enterprise (COX Automotive)

Craige Bennett and Jamie Gwen

Cynthia Benton

Dana Hollander

David Espino

Dawn Austin

Disneyland Workers United Local 

50

Dottie Feeney

Dr. Angelica Suarez

Elizabeth Parker

Ellen and Greg Gadbois

Fullerton College

Global Benefits Group, Inc.

Goldman Sachs Philanthropy 

Fund

Greg and Sharon Wohl

Hal Struck

Heather Katz

Heidi and Jeff Rogers

Hensel Phelps

Howard Building Corporation

In-N-Out Burger

Ingrid Smart

InsureNow Insurance Services

James and Pam Muzzy

Jamie and Marc Craver

Jayne Ruane

Jocelyn Ann Janz

John and Rhonda Bolton

Judy and Joel Slutzky

Judy Jones

Julia Powers

Julie and Buzz Howting

Karol and Michael Gottfredson

Katherine Bland

Kathryn Cranston

Kathy and Angelo Antoci

Kim Shepherd

Kristen Stoneburner Stolle

Kristin Auslander

Kristina Michaelis

Kristy and Chris Vang

Land CM Corp

Leslie Vandale

Lina and Mark Stenzel

Linda Beimfohr

Linda P. Maggard

Lori Grayson

Lori Tokita

Lucy Santana and Albert Ornelas

Maleny Rodriquez

Mark Tomaszewski

Mary Oronoz

Maya Dunne

MBK Real Estate

Mega and Jeremy Jewell

Meldie Moore

Michael Templeman, 

Templeman Wealth 

Management Inc.

Michelle Jordan

Michelle Schmit

Mike and Amy Mravle

Misha Algeo

Monika Lopez

Moniza Freeman

Nancy and David Sheffner

Nancy DeRusso

National Charity League

OCC Foundation

Orange County Health Care 

Agency

Orange County Trial Lawyers’ 

Charities

Orange County Women 

Lawyers Association 

Foundation

Pam and Ryan Lowen

Paragon Construction 

Consulting

Patricia and David Goodman

Pauline Kotin

Rashmi Goel

Rehrig Pacific Company

Renee and Scott Von Dorne

Rich and Anna Simitian

Roeya and Eric Vaughan

Roxana and Cedric Chamouille

Rutan & Tucker

San Clemente Woman’s Club

Santa Ana College

Santa Ana Kiwanis

Sarah Purcell Shute

Sexuality Information and 

Education Council of the United 

States

SGP Industries LLC

Shelley and Steve Lowen

Shelly Pisors

Sloane Friedmann (Allen 

Charitable Lead Annuity Trust)

Stephanie and Mitch Frisch

Susan Sirota

Susan Stein

Susan Tate

Synergy Consulting Group

The Lee Family Foundation

Tricia Nichols

Trish Elliott

Trish Nichols

Valarie Van Cleave

Vivian Khalil

Wendy and Dale Peterson

William Weinberg and Marci 

Maietta-Weinberg

Yarbrough Family Charitable Fund

Advocates $10,000+ Ally $5,000+ 

Partner $1,000+ 
our donors

and our champions
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the math
behind the mission

Revenue

Corporate & Foundation Grants  $1,778,727

Individual Donations $436,782

Bene�t Events  
(Net cost of donor bene�t expenses)

 $587,162

Earned Revenue  
(Program Fees & Interest)

 $472,346

In-Kind Income  $59,410

Miscellaneous Income 3,730

Investment returns, net  ($510,797)

Total Revenue $3,848,954

Expenses

Program Services  $2,643,656

Management and General  $451,647

Fundraising  $401,671

Total Expenses  $3,496,974

Net Assets

Net Surplus  $351,980

Change in Net Assets  $351,980

2023  
General Revenue

Earned Revenue

Bene�t Events

Individual Donors

2%
In-Kind Income

looking ahead
2024

• Continuing to grow through our 

strategic plan: Building on our 

successes, we will pursue new 

initiatives and strengthen our existing 

programs to further our mission.

• Expanding into new school districts: To 

reach more girls in Orange County, we 

will broaden our outreach and establish 

partnerships with additional school 

districts, ensuring our impactful 

programs are accessible to more 

communities.

• Increasing the number of participants 

in our college and career programs: By 

enhancing our support systems and 

resources, we aim to guide even more 

girls towards higher education and 

fulfilling careers.

As we celebrate the achievements of 2023, 

we are excited to embark on another year of 

growth and innovation at Girls Inc. of Orange 

53%

18%

14%

Corporate &  

Foundation Grants

to

13%
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2023

directors

executive committee

board of 
directors

of Orange County

girlsinc-oc.org

@girlsinc_oc

@GirlsIncOC

@GirlsIncofOrangeCounty

girls-inc-of-orange-county

e details check out our

Amy Amirani

Real Estate Agent 

Veri Forth, Inc.

Kristin Auslander

Director, Airframe Service 

Engineering 

Boeing

Fatima Arshad

Senior Vice President 

Comerica Bank

Andrea Bereal

General Manager—ADP

Rhonda Bolton

Founder & CEO 

IncludeMe, LLC

Sybil Crum

VP, Marketing & Commercial 

Strategy 

Disneyland Resort

Jennifer Ja�e

Chief People O�cer 

FIGS

Christopher K. Looney

Principal &  

Managing Director 

CCS Fundraising

Erika Hay�ick Lowe

Executive Vice President 

PIMCO

Janet Michels

Community Leader

Aminta Price

Region Vice President, West Region 

PepsiCo

Gena H. Reed

Community Leader

Carrie Strom

President 

Allergan Global Aesthetics

Dr. Angelica L. Suarez

President -Orange Coast College

Renee Van Dorne

Director, Quality Compliance 

Edwards Lifescience 

Bailey Weinberg

Chief Strategist 

Synergy Consulting Group

Kate E. Phelan President & Chair

Managing Director, Trust Advisory—US Bank 

Kendra Miller VP, Fund Development

Executive VP & General Counsel—BJ’s Restaurants, Inc.

Dawn Meyer Kenney Treasurer

Sr. Vice President, Sr. Fiduciary O�cer—Northern Trust

Mark Tomaszewski Secretary 

Senior Vice President—Global Bene�ts Group 

Jennifer Anaya VP, Board Development

SVP, Marketing—Ingram Micro

Roeya Vaughn VP, Marketing & Communications

Chief Commercial O�cer—Tacori

Daisy Esparza Member-at-Large

Manager, Risk & Financial Advisory—Deloitte & Touch LLP

Nancy O. Altobello Member-at-large

Community Leader
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